SHF!  UK3.&N  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  PORTISHEAD 


A N  N U  A  L  R SPORT 


DR.  M.  C.  O’CONNOR 


FOR 


31st  DECEMBER,  1953. 


. 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PORTISHEAD. 

ST.  PETINS, 

LONG  ASHTON, 

NR.  BRISTOL. 

June,  1954. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  CF  VS 


KN0IH.5L  OFFICER  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
"DECEMBER.  st"  ~95T. 


kodical  Officer  of  Health  Dr.  D.  W.  Bruce,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Er.gineer 

and  Surveyor  H.R.H.White,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.San.I. 

(The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a  joint  appointment  with  the  office  of 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Council). 

Committees  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health: - 

Works  Committee* 

Housing  Committee* 

Planning  Committee. 

Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Portishead. 

Gentlemen , 

I  ha.ve  the  honour  to  pr^  sent  to  you,  on  behalf  of  my  predecessor,  this 
report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  district  during  the  past 
year.  Th  information  therein_is,  as  far  as  possible,  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  laid  down  in  Circular  42/51  of  the 
10th  December,  1951* 

STATISTIC g. 

1.  POPULATION.  RATEABLE  VALUE.  PRODUCT  OF  PENNY  RATE. 

4,852  £55,071  £137.  11.  0. 

(Estimated  mid-year) 

The  following  are  the  population  figures,  together  with  the  numbers  of 
deaths  and  births  in  the  Urban  District,  from  1946  to  date,  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General. 


Year. 

Population. 

No. 

of  Deaths. 

No»  of  Births 

1946. 

4.146. 

52. 

89. 

1947. 

4,268. 

61 . 

87. 

1948. 

4,440. 

47. 

78. 

1949. 

4,416. 

59. 

84. 

1950. 

4,480. 

63* 

70. 

1951. 

4,536. 

67. 

83. 

1952. 

4,554. 

58. 

81. 

1953. 

4,852. 

66. 

92. 

AREA:- 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

1,306 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births, 

i 

• 

Male. 

Female  • 

Total, 

Legitimate. 

50. 

40. 

90. 

Illegitimate. 

2. 

0. 

2. 

Total. 

52. 

40. 

• 

CM 
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'VITAL  STATISTICS  (Contd.) 

Still  Births.  Legitimate  and  illegitimate  NIL, 
Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  year  of  arte. 


Legitimate, 

Illegitimate, 


Male,  Female. 

1.  0. 

1.  o. 


Total,  2.  0, 

These  were  both  within  a  few  hours  of  birth. 


Total. 

1, 

1. 

2. 


Deaths. 

AH  causes  (Registrar  General's  Figures). 

Male,  Female.  ^otal, 

38.  28.  66. 

Causes  of  Death  (Registrar  General’s  Classifications). 


Cancer  Stomach. 

Cancer  Lung,  Bronchus. 
Cancer  Breast. 

Cancer  Other, 

Vascular  Dis.  Brain. 
Coronary  Disease. 
Hypertension  and  Heart. 
Other  Heart  Disease. 
Other  circulatory  Dis, 


M. 

1  * 

2. 

0. 

5. 

3. 

12. 

Oo 

0. 

1. 


F. 

Oc  Influenza. 

0.  Pneumonia. 

2.  Bronchitis. 

3.  Other  Respy.  Dis, 

4.  Motor  Occident f 
3.  Other  accidents. 

1 •  Suicide , 

3o  Other  Diseases. 

1 ,  Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 
abortion. 


M.  F, 
1.  1. 
1.  2. 
3.  2. 

1.  0. 
0.  1. 
1.  0. 
1.  1. 
6,  4. 

0. 


4.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  recorded:- 


Measles.  17» 
Scarlet  Fever.  4. 
Pneumonia.  2. 
Tuberculosis  chest.  4. 
Tuberculosis  non-pulmonaiy.  1 • 


Tuberculosis . 


The  Registers  shew  the  following  numbers  of  persons  registered  at  the 
end  of  the  year, 

M.  F.  Total. 

Pulmonary,  11.  10.  21. 

Non-pulmonary .  6.  3.  9» 

Diphtheria  Immunisation,. 

The  following  figures  are  provided  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Primary  Immunisation  Under  age  2  47  (Births  1952  =  81.) 

All  ages  72. 

Reinforcing  injections.  66. 

Vaccination. 

Primary  34  ;  Revaccn,  21  ;  under  age  2  14. 

There  are  still  troublesome  epidemics  in  the  country  and  Portishead  is 
a  port.  Fatal  cases  occur  among  the  unvaccinated.  Mothers  should  be  advised 
to  have  their  children  protected. 
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5.  GENERAL  i RQVTSIOh  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  provided  at  the  Central  Health  Clinic, 
Tower  Hill,  Bristol  and//cievedon. 

Laboratory  facilities  for  bacteriological  purposes  are  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton,  and  at  Canynge 
Hall,  Whatley  Road,  Bristol, 8$  and  for  analytical  purposes  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  County  Hall,  Taunton,  Atmospheric  analysis  is  done  by  Bristol 
City  Analyst  by  arrangement  with  the  Somerset  County  Council, 

Hospital  treatment  and  isolation  for  infectious  diseases  is  at  Ham  Green 
Hospital, 

Arrangements  for  hospital  medical  and  surgical  treatment  are  under  the 
control  of  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council, 

Horae  nursing  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  under  County 
authority  and  are  carried  out  by  the  local  practitioners  and  two  excellent 
District  nurses. 


6.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  -  SECTION  17. 

(Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention). 
No  action  requiring  application  to  the  Courts  was  called  for. 


7.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  The  quality  of  the  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory.  It  is 
supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company,  During  the  year  a  new  18" 
0,1,  Main  was  laid  from  Chelvey  to  Portishead  direct  to  the  new  Reservoir 
on  Dry  Hill,  West  Hill  Housing  Estate  Site,  with  a  feeder  10"  main  to 
Royal  Terrace,  Leigh  View  Road,  for  industrial  purposes.  The  bore  hole 
at  Bristol  Road  Waterworks  is  now  shut  down  and  will  not  be  used  except 
in  extreme  emergency.  The  new  supply  was  officially  turned  on  at  Dry 
Hill  Reservoir  on  November  the  16th. 

The  extreme  hardness  has  dropped  considerably.  Pull  details  are 
presented  in  the  Report  of  the  County  Analyst  in  an  attached  Appendix.  A, 

(b)  There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year. 

The  whole  area  is  supplied  with  piped  supply  to  the  1^504  houses,  serving 
a  population  assessed  at  4,852; 

Piped  supplies  -  results  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

Raw  water  is  regularly  examined  by  the  Bristol  Waterwoife  Co,; 

One  sample  was  examined,  bacteriologically,  after  going  into  supply  and 
found  satisfactory. 

No  action  was  required  respecting  Plumbo-solvent  action  nor  other  form 
of  contamination. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  of  Supplies  during  year. 

Apart  from  that  mentioned  under  1  (a),  Housing  sites  on  Bristol  Road  and 
West  Hill  were  connected  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Co, 

Future  Proposals 

Completion  of  Pumping  Station  on  Dry  Hill,  West  Hill  for  supply  to  the 
new  housing  site,  Down  Road  and  Redcliffe  Bay,  (Long  Ashton  R.D.C),  is 
contemplated  by  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  The  Scheme  is  approved.  This  water 
will  be  jximped  to  a  high-level  reservoir  in  the  Rural  District  which  will 
increase  the  pressure  in  these  areas. 
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8.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 


M8s.it  houses  are  connected  to  sewers  and  extensions  have  been  provided  to 
meet  the  Housing  Sites  on  West  Hill  and  Bristol  Hoad  with  a  separate  system 
for  surface  water. 

Locks  in  sewage  flow  take  place  in  the  manholes  at  junctions  of  the 
Oombe  and  Slade  Road,  and  partly  in  the  junction  of  Slade  and  None  Roads  at 
storm  times. 


9.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


House  refuse  is  removed  by  direct  labour  employing  a  Karrier  Bantam  Wagon 
and  Salvage  Trailer.  Collection  is  ma.de  weekly  from  all  dwellings  and  shops. 

One  controlled  tip  is  used  for  the  disposal  of  all  house  and  trade 
refuse. 


10.  HOUSING. 


Houses 

erected 

Houses 

in 

Conversion 

Temporary 

during 

year  • 

course 

of 

to  flats  or 

(e.g. 

Army  Huts; 

erection. 

dwellings . 

Perm. 

Tempy. 

Perm. 

Tempy. 

Perm. 

Tempy. 

Perm. 

Tempy. 

( 

pre-fabs) 

Local  Authority.  68. 

nil. 

13. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

Private  Enterprise.  12. 

nil. 

15. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

Total.  80. 

nil  a 

28. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

Inclusive  of  those  above  built  during  the  year:- 

Total  number  of  houses  in  District.  1,306. 

Total  number  of  h  uses  owned  by  Local 

Authority.  270. 

Appended  to  this  Report  is  a  list  of  houses  and  their  location,  submitted 
by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (b). 

He  also  submits  the  following 

"The  Council  are  doing  everythingto  provide  dwellings  in  the 
District  and  the  future  programme  is  high  and  will  be  for  a  few  years, 
caused  by  the  industrialisation  of  the  District,  by  development  of  a 
second  Electricity  Generating  Station  and  the  Phosphorus  Factory  of 
Messrs.  Albright  &  Wilson  Ltd.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  normal  needs.1’ 

No  applications  have  been  received  for  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act, 

1949. 


11.  FOOD. 

Milk,  (a)  No.  of  Registered  Distributors.  6. 

(b)  No,  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises.  7» 

(c)  No.  of  supplementary  licences  issued 
to  distributors  whose  dairy  is  outside 

our  area.  2, 

School  milk  sampling  is  done  by  the  County  Analyst  direct.  No  other 
samples  were  taken. 

Icecream. 


No.  of  premises  registered  for:- 

(a)  Manufacture  and  retail.  19. 

(b)  Manufacture  only.  2. 

Retail  only.  17. 


c 
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food^ 

Icecream  (Contd.) 

Premises  of  those  under  (b)  are  regularly  inspected,  while  the  retailers 
sell  prepacked  icecream  and  their  premises  are  regularly  inspected.  All  have 
been  found  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  or  bacon  factories  in  the  District,  meat 
being  supplied  from  Ministry  of  Pood  Depots  at  'Weston-Super-Mare. 

291bs  of  meat  were  condemned  for  Bone  Taint. 

There  are  8  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  t  he  Pood  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938  and  no  action  was  necessary  under  Section  15  of  the  Act.  Premises 
are  in  good  condition. 


12.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

This  is  kept  under  observation  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  Public 
Analyst  acting  through  the  Bristol  City  Analyst. 

I  append  the  results  of  analyses  made  during  the  year,  as  submitted  by 
the  County  Council,  giving  the  r ainfall,  total  solids  (tons  per  square  mile), 
and  sulphur  (by  lead  peroxide  method).  Appendix  0, 

The  apparatus  used  for  the  gauging  is  situated  at  4  points  in  the 
District,  viz:- 


South  Road  (No.  1,  Milton  Villas). 

Meadows  Farm,  Down  Road. 

Portishead  Dock. 

Portishead  Electricity  Generating  Station. 

The  nuisances  caused  by  "the  Power  Station  have  certainly  been  r  educed 
during  the  la.st  few  years. 

13,  P AC TORIES  ACTS.  1937  and  1918. 

The  number  of  factories  and  workshops  on  the  Register 


Brickworks •  1 . 

Joinery  Works.  3« 

Nail  Works •  1 • 

Garages.  4. 

Bakers.  2. 

Boot  Repairers.  3» 

Malsters.  1. 

S.W.Electricity 

Board.  1 • 

S.W.Gas  Board.  1, 

Total .  1 7 • 


These  are  regularly  inspected. 

There  is  one  outworker  employed  by  Messrs.  Welsh  &  Co.  (Bristol)  Ltd, 

This  Report  could  not  be  made  without  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  White, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  I  must  thank  him.  I  am  sure 
also  that  my  predecessor  would  wish  me  to  record  his  appreciation  of  the 
work  done  by  Mr,  White,  and  the  consideration  shewed  by  the  Council  during 
the  year. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M* 0.0* CONNOR,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  behalf  of  Dr,  D,V*Bruce» 


' 
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Appendix  A 


copy 

SOMERSET  COUNTY  LABORATORY 


«T,F .Davidson,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


COUNTY  HALL, 
TAUNTON. 

24th  December,  1953* 


E.T.Illing,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 

County  Public  Analyst. 

Report  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample  of  Water 

Received  on  21.12,53  from  Mr.  H.R.H.White,  Portisheail  U.D.C. 


Monday,  16th  November, 

1953). 

2J+  DECEMBER  ,1953 

j 

MAY 

MARCH 

1.5.52 

19.3.53. 

(all  results  in 

pa-’ts  per  million) 

Number  of  sample  .  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  e 

C.310 

C.  97 

C.64 

Very  slight 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

Physical  Characters 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

brownish  colour. 

bright 

bright 

Reaction  • 0 . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  slightly 

Very  slightlj 

Very  slightly 

Alkaline  7.3  A 

Lkaline  pH7 .2 

Alkaline  jH7. 

Total  Solids  ... 

•  o  •  o  •  • 

372.0 

1,752.0 

1,683 

Alkalinity  (as  Ca  Co,) 

280.0 

305.0 

305 

Total  Hardness  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

320.0 

980.0 

990 

(a)  Permanent 

•  •  •  ©  •  • 

70.0 

710.0 

720 

(b)  Temporary  ... 

•  •  •  9  •  • 

250.0 

270.0 

270 

Chlorides  (in  terms  of 

sodium 

chloride) 

32.0 

230.0 

212 

Nitrogen  as  Saline  and  free  Ammonia 

0.2 

nil 

0.002 

"  "  Albuminoid 

0.026 

0.018 

0.016 

M  "  Nitrates 

2.6 

3.0 

3.0 

"  Nitrites 

Very  slight  trace 

nil 

nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate. 

0.3 

0.2 

nil 

(4hrs .  at  80  i?  • ) 

Iron 

1.0 

— 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

4.0 

13.0 

20.0 

Zinc 

4.0 

Sediment 

None 

None 

None 

REMARKS* 

; 

i 

The  sample  is  a  very 

hard  water  the 

hardness 

being  mainly  bicarbonate  hardness. 

It  contains  very  little  organic  impurity. 

The  amount  of  iron  present  is  slightly  more 
than  is  desirable  in  a  potable  water.  It  also 
contains  4  parts  per  million  of  zinc  which, 
although  undesirable  would  not  be  injurious  to 
health. 

This  supply  shows  great  improvement  as  regards 
the  hardness  of  the  water  compared  with  the 
former  supply  and  the  further  satisfactory 
feature  is  the  small  amount  of  permanent 
hardness  present. 


Signature. 


Edward  Tollling. 

County  Public  Analyst. 
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Appendix  B. 

HOUSES  CMNED  BY  HIE  COUNCIL  TO  51st  DECEMBER.  1955, 


SITUATION 

Prefabs  j 

2B  |  3B  43  i  2B  TRADITIONAL 

U0N  - 

1RADITI0NAL 

Total 

37,38  &  39  Albert  Road 

»  .  i 

1  1  1  1  1 

'  i 

3 

3 

Milton  Villas,  South  Rd 

18  I  I  i 

_ i _ i _ 

18 

18 

53.55  &57  .Bristol  Road 

.3.. 

3 

3 

Glebe  Road  Nos  2-16 

8  T 

—  ■  ■  •tm,m  -  — 

— 

8 

8 

Total  before  1949 

1 

- 1 - 

27  |  4 

i 

-  - - 

32 

32 

Albert  Road 

• 

2  ;  . 

2 

2 

Avon  Road 

12 

!  1 

12 

12 

Beach  Road  East 

10 

1  ■ 

10 

10 

Bristol  Road  Nos:- 

45,47,49  &  51 

■ 

i 

,  i 

4  a 

4 

4 

Cadbury  Road 

4 

l  1 

i  ^ 

4 

4 

8 

Channel  View  Crescent 

4 

24  j  4 

32 

‘ 

32 

Channel  View  Road 

*  '  ■  " 

( 

6 1 

6 

6 

Charlton  View 

• 

8 

8 

. 

8 

Glebe  Avenue 

28 

j 

i 

! 

_ 

28 

28 

Glebe  Road 

! 

12 

12 

12 

Link  Road  North 

- » — - — -  1  — - 

i  6  . 

6 

6 

Lower  Down  Road 

j 

16  : 

16 

16 

Severn  Road 

12.  22  4 

38 

38 

South  Avenue 

12  I 

i 

12 

12 

Station  Road 

K 

18 

l~ — - - 

,1 

18 

18 

West  Hill  Villas 

West  Hill 

!  j 

:  6  I  i 

6 

r  ! 

!  6 

West  Hill  &  Channel 

View  Road 

j 

I  i 

20 

1  -  _ _ 

20 

20 

All  Council  Houses 
to  31st  December,  1953 

i 

i  ! 

73  : 1 61  16 

20 

| 

j 

168 

1 

82 

o 

r— 

CM 

To  31st  December, 1 952 

5 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOUSES  ERECTED. 

i 

L  ?1 _ _ 

23  j  3 

1 

31 

To  31st  December, 1953 

1 

10  (  1 

_ 

12  12 

Total  since  1 950  >  6 

33  !  4 

1 

!  43  •  _43_ _ 

Total.  A li  Houses  erected  during  1953  Council  68  Private  Enterprise  12=80 


Temporary  Hut  dwellings  Battery  Grounds  6,  Requisitioned  Houses  4  =10 

Total  Houses  in  the  District  31st  December,  1953  is  1,306 

H.R.H.  WHITE. 
Engineer  &  Surveyor. 


9th  January,  1954 
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FORTISHEi'J)  mSGSSl&BIG  POLLUTION 


The  following  Table  gives  details  for  the  years  1949-1953:- 


Portishead 

Meadow  Farm 

South  Road, 

Dock 

(1) 

d 

1949 

26.0 

23.9 

1950 

35.7 

36.1 

— 

1951 

30.8 

36.7 

29.4  (10  mths.) 

1952 

26.3 

35.4 

34.3 

§ 

1953 

28.6 

31.2 

27.7 

(2) 

1949 

539 

74 

1950 

530 

117 

— 

la 

1951 

1952 

303 

x285(lO  mths.) 

<NJ 
CO  cr\ 

178  (10  mths.) 

214 

1953 

507(11  mths • ) 

84 

238 

(2) 

1949 

3.9 

1.9 

1950 

13.0 

2.1 

— 

1951 

0.8 

0.5 

0.8(10  mths.) 

p* 

E-i 

-952 

0.7 

1.0 

0„5 

1953 

1.5 

6.0 

2.0 

l - 

( 1 )  Inches 

(2)  Tons/sq.mile 


3t  Assuming  an  average  figure  for  the  missxng  monthly  figure  the  total  solids  would 

amount  to  553* 

The  monthly  average  values,  ignoring  the  unreliable  figures,  for  the  Portishead 
Dock  ar^a  for  the  past  five  years  are  given  below: - 

1949  45 

1950  44 

1951  25 

1952  28  (10  months) 

1953  42(11  months) 

The  contamination  as  shown  by  the  total  solids  figures  has  evidently  increased  during 
the  past  year  in  the  Dock  area  whereas  that  for  the  South  Road  area  shows  only  a  slight 
increase  while  the  Meadow  Farm  area  shows  a  slight  decrea.se. 

There  appears  to  be  no  obvious  reason  for  the  increased  contamination  at  the  Docks  this 
year  compared  with  the  two  previous  years.  It  is  possible  that  less  suitable  fuel  may  have 
been  used  by  the  Power  Station  and  I  understand  that  work  is  being  carried  out  on  the  new 
power  station. 


Sulphur  (mg  S03/100  sq.  cm/day) 

Highest  Lowest 


Dock. ...  ... 

•  O  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I.65  March 

0.25  June 

Power  Station  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  -35  February 

0.03  September 

Meadow  Fazm  ... 

•  •  • 

9  0  9 

•  •  • 

1.8  January 

0.03  " 

South  Road  . 

•  •  • 

f  •  • 

•  •  • 

1.2  March 

0.03  " 

continued 


i 


.  ; 


•i 

,  *  »  '  ‘t 


•  «  * 


■  I  • 


June  to  September  wei’e  the  best  months  and  January  to  March  the  worst. 

The  average  daily  weights  of  SO,  in  mgm.  per  100  sq.  cm.  are  given 
below  for  the  three  years  1951,  1952^ and  ]  9 53 • 


1951 

19^2 

1953 

South  Rood.  ...  •  •  • 

©  •  • 

•  •  • 

0.52 

0.31 

0.51 

Meadow  Perm  • .  ... 

o  •  • 

0  9  9 

0.40 

0.34 

•0.52 

Portishead  Dock  ... 

0  9  0 

o  •  • 

0.82 

0.74 

0.71 

Power  Station  ... 

•  •  • 

O  •  © 

0.54 

0.32 

0.62 

•• 


•  :■ 

. 

• 

.  . 


.  . 


' 


a  These  figures  are  for  11  months  only 
5  This  figure  is  for  10  months  only. 
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